
ABILL

FOR

ANACTTOALTERTHECONSTITUTIONOFTHEFEDERALREPUBLICOF
NIGERIA,1999,CAP.C23LAWSOFTHEFEDERATIONOFNIGERIA,2004TO
MAKEPROVISIONSFORRIGHTTOFOODANDFOODSECURITYINNIGERIA;

ANDFORRELATEDMATTERS.

[ ]

Commencement

ENACTEDbytheNationalAssemblyoftheFederalRepublicofNigeriaas
follows–

1.– TheConstitutionoftheFederalRepublicofNigeria,1999,
Cap.C23LawsoftheFederationofNigeria,2004(referredtoas
“thePrincipalAct”)isalteredassetoutinthisBill.

Alteration of Cap.
C23LFN2004.

2.–(1)(a)Section16ofthePrincipalActisalteredbydeletingin
Sub-Section 2 (d)the words “suitable and adequate food”
appearinginlines1–2thereof.

(b)ThePrincipalActisalteredbyinsertinganewSection16A.

“16A(1)TheStateshalldirectitspolicytowardsensuringthat–

(a)themeansofproduction,conservationanddistributionof
foodareimproved;

(b)strategiesthatguaranteefoodsecurityof thenationin
termsofavailability,accessibilityandaffordabilityoffoods
tothecitizensareimplemented;and

(c)adequate measures are provided to ensure thatfood
security ofthe nation is notcompromised by internal
agents,and actions ofsuch agents thatwork forthe
sustainabilityofthefoodsecurityarepromoted.

(2)GovernmentoftheFederationsshalldeliverprogressreportto
theNationalAssemblyonfoodsecurityoftheNationonannual
basis,indicating the situation with differentsegmentsofthe
State.”

AlterationofSection
16.



3.– Section 33 ofthe PrincipalActis altered byinserting
immediatelyafterSection33(c),anewSection33Aanditsside
notetoread“RighttoFood”.

“33A(1)Everypersonshallhavearighttofood,whichshallbe
respected,protectedandguaranteedbytheState,andnoone
shallbedeprivedoffoodunderanycircumstances.

(2)Apersonshallnotberegarded ashavingbeendeprivedof
foodincontraventionofthisSectionifthepersonis–

(a)physicallyfitorabletoworkorfindfoodornotconsidereda
disadvantagedpersonorbelongingtothevulnerablegroupsin
society;

(b)notaffected bynaturaldisasters oranysocio-economic
emergenciesaffecting theperson’slivelihoodinsuchamanner
astobecometheresponsibilityofgovernmenttorespondquickly
withappropriatemeasures;or

(c)seekingremediestosituationsotherthanfoodormeansof
acquiringfooddirectlyorotherwise”

AlterationofSection
33.

‘Righttofood’.

4.– ThisBillmaybecitedastheConstitutionoftheFederal
RepublicofNigeria(Alteration)Bill,2016.

ShortTitle.

EXPLANATORYMEMORANDUM

ThisBillseekstoaltertheConstitutionoftheFederalRepublicof
Nigeria,1999(asamended)toensurethattheStatedirectsits
policy towards food security,and making rights to food a
guaranteedfundamentalHumanRightintheConstitution.




